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STUDENT ATTITUDES ASCEND
IN UPWARD BOUND PROGRAM
AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

MISSOULA-A 17-year-old girl sat straight in her chair as she eagerly answered questions about
her reactions to Upward Bound, a program in University living and education for bright,
economically deprived high school students July 6-Aug. 22 at the University of Montana,
Missoula.
The young woman, Sandra Frazer, of Great Falls, wants to become a psychiatrist Mto
help other kids like me see the light and straighten out before it's too late."

Sandra

is on her way now, tackling her problems with enthusiasm and the aid of UB tutor-counselors
and teachers.
"Exposure" is the key to Upward Bound--exposure to campus life, provacative films,
youths with similar problems and themselves, according to Bernard Knab, a UB English
teacher who will teach at Hartford Community College, Hart ford, Conn., this fall.
Students are admitted to the program on the recommendation of Community Action
Program workers that they have potential and are economically deprived.
The UM program, sponsored by the IJ.S. Office of Education, includes a bridge program
for high school graduates and a program for sophomores and juniors that offers a variety
of elective courses.
Sandra, in her first year, said she came to the Missoula campus only to get away
from home, but soon discovered the program was more than a "hideaway" and really had
something to offer her if she would only help herself.
Student teachers work closely with UB students and help them gain a desire to work
harder, she said.

She said she wishes more students had a chance to participate in the

program to discover the sincerity of the adults who work with them and how they themselves
can be motivated.

more
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The youths are encouraged to express themselves and discover talents they may not
know they have.

David B. Tacke, 16, Great Falls, for example, has an affinity for chemistry.

James H. Cusker, a biology teacher at Sentinel High School, Missoula, lets Tacke and
other students choose topics for study and proceed on their own. Tacke is doing an
experiment with white rats and the effects of different chemicals on their systems.
"The majority of students in Upward Bound do not need professional counselors, but
rather human beings, such as Mr. Cusker, Mr. Knab, other teachers, and tutor-counselors,
who are completely honest with them and allow them to express themselves," Tacke said.
Knab said, "it is exciting to work with students who are characteristically retocent
and show them they really have something to contribute."
worked with a student who was lazy and troublesome.

One year, for example, he

The youth took the bridge program

in his second year in Upward Bound and went on to college the following year.
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